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Что такое басня? / What Is a Fable? 
 

Басня – краткий нравоучительный 

рассказ, в стихах или в прозе.  В конце 

басни автор помещает небольшое 

изречение, в котором заключена главная 

мысль,  мораль, обращенная к читателю. 

Важной  особенностью басен является 

аллегория. Через условные образы 

показываются  недостатки человека.  

Так, за образом Льва часто угадываются 

черты  жестокости и  несправедливости.  

Лиса – синоним хитрости, лжи и 

коварства. Сова – олицетворение 

мудрости.   

A fable is a short story that illustrates 

a moral lesson. The word “fable” comes 

from the Latin “fabula,” or “story.” The plot 

of a fable includes a simple conflict and a 

resolution, followed by a maxim.  In fables, 

animals and even inanimate objects (like 

the wind, or the sun) are the main 

characters of the story. A number of    

phrases are derived from fables, such as “a 

wolf in sheep’s clothing”. 

 Most Western fables come from the 

famous fabulist Aesop, who wrote in 

ancient Greece. Fables have a long 

European history. In the seventeenth 

century, French fabulist Jean de la Fontaine 

was inspired by Aesop to write his new 

fables. Many European writers wrote their 

own fables, including Ivan Krylov, great 

Russian fabulist.  

Here is a very short fable by Aesop. It 

was translated into English.   

 
THE GNAT AND THE BULL 

 

A Gnat flew over the meadow with 

much buzzing for so small a creature and 

settled on the tip of one of the horns of a 

Bull. After he had rested for a short time, he 

was ready to fly away. But before he left he 

begged the Bull's pardon for having used 

his horn for a resting place. 

"You must be very glad to have me 

go now," he said. 

"It's all the same to me," replied the 

Bull. "I did not even know you were there." 

We are often of greater importance in 

our own eyes than in the eyes of our 

neighbour. 

The smaller the mind, the greater the 

conceit. 
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